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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

 In Isaiah 35 there are words of hope spoken to the people of a besieged Jerusalem, The wilderness will rejoice and 

blossom! Like the crocus it will burst into bloom! Strengthen the feeble knees, steady the limbs that give way, say to those with 

anxious hearts, “Do not be afraid! Your Lord comes and he comes to deliver you!” Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, the ears 

of the deaf unstopped, the lame will leap like the deer and the mute tongue will shout for joy and there will be streams in the desert! 

I don’t know about you, but this past 15 months or so has made me feel a special kinship with those folks in besieged 

Jerusalem. We’ve felt trapped, endangered, and oppressed by virtue of a plague.  Today, mindful of fresh guidance 

from the CDC, the state government, and in light of fresh understanding of the effectiveness of the vaccines available, a 

motion came to the Session at its stated monthly meeting from the Worship Committee.  It said: 
 

 The Worship Committee moves that: 
 

 given the CDC’s latest guidelines on May 13, 2021 regarding easing restrictions for fully vaccinated 

people; and 

 given Governor Cooper’s easing restrictions for fully vaccinated people in NC effective Friday, May 14, 

2021; and 

 given the FDA’s recent approval of the Pfizer vaccine for adolescents 12 years old and older; then:  

 

Waldensian Presbyterian Church may return to indoor worship at 9:55 am on Sunday, June 6, 2021, 

without restrictions for masks or social distancing for all those who have been fully vaccinated.  Those 

individuals who are not fully vaccinated are encouraged to continue to wear masks and practice social 

distancing, especially indoors. 

 

All worship-related gatherings (worship, weddings, funerals, recitals and adult music rehearsals) would 

be included. 

 

[“Children’s Sermons will not be included in corporate indoor worship at this time”].  Activities for 

those younger than 12 will continue to be held outside until further Session action, with the exception of 

nursery/child care during Sunday morning worship. 

 

 This measure was adopted by the Session at its regularly-scheduled monthly meeting on May 23rd.  Hooray!! 

Rejoice!  We will resume indoor worship on June 6th.  Let us encourage each of you to exercise prudence and good 

judgment (especially those who are unvaccinated).  We will continue to update you regularly with any necessary 

changes or modifications of our policies. 

 

 May God bless you and keep you safe!  

 

  Yours in Christ’s service,  

  John Frye 

  

   



                   

 
 

 

JUNE COMMITTEES 
 

Sunday, June 6th 
2:00 PM Christian Action 
 

Monday, June 7
th

 
6:15 PM Diaconate  
 

Wednesday, June 9th 
6:30 PM Personnel 
 

Sunday, June 13th  
1:30 PM Worship  
4:00 PM Outreach  
 

Sunday, June 20
th

 
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance 
 

Monday, June 21st 
4:00 PM No Fellowship 
7:00 PM Missions 
 

Sunday, June 27
th 

6:00 PM Session 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Please be reminded to check  
your online Church Directory 
for member information.  If 
you know of any changes or 

updates that we need to 
make, feel free to contact  

the church office. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

As our worship services will 
be held in the sanctuary 

beginning in June and 
recorded each Sunday, they 

will not be available on 
YouTube until early the 

following week.  To view, 
go to our church website, 
www.waldpres.org and 

click on the YouTube link.  
Choose the date for the 

service you wish to view. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Waldensian 

Heritage Museum 

Now Open Regular Tour 
Schedule 

Tuesday thru Friday 
Morning Tour at 11:00am 
Afternoon Tour at 2:00pm 
Group Tours of 12 or less by 

Appointment Only! 
Masks are required, thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 

June 20 



 

 
 
"Gather Us In"!  As we prepare with 

gratitude to gather for indoor 

worship again beginning Sunday, 

June 6 at 9:55 am, our Chancel Choir 

has moved from outdoor to indoor 

rehearsals.  We invite new singers to 

join us for practice in the sanctuary 

this month on Wednesdays June 2, 9, 

16 and 30 from 6:15 to 7:30pm.  

Note:  No practice on Wednesday, 

June 23.   

 

Our prayers are with our friend and 

Chancel Choir member, Harvey 

Jones, as his illness has progressed.  

We miss you, Harvey.  You have 

fought the good fight multiple times, 

and your coming back to choir for a 

brief time between battles 

with cancer did our hearts good.  

Throughout, you've always said, 

"There's only One in charge."  We're 

thankful for that One holding you in 

joy and in pain. 

 

We look forward to Connections 

Band and Circle of Strings sharing 

music with us in our unified services 

this summer.  Both groups have had 

a number of practices outdoors 

during April and May.  Their 

rehearsal schedules are more fluid for 

June, but we will keep you posted 

through the weekly church activities 

calendar.  

 

Our children's/youth music will take 

somewhat of a break during the 

summer.  We look forward to our two 

Jonah stories unfolding onstage in 

Pioneer Hall in the fall once we get 

back to school schedules and WPC 

Friends.  Two music-related 

opportunities for young musicians 

this summer, though:   

 

 Saturday, June 19, a day trip to 

Montreat is being planned for 

upper elementary/middle school 

youth.  Eight of them had 

registered for Worship & Music 

Week 2020 which was cancelled  

 

for Covid.  We weren't quite at 

the point safety-protocol-wise 

where we could take a group 

away for a week this summer, so 

this day trip is to allow Piper, 

Lilah and James to share their 

2019 experiences on-site with 

their friends--to help get 

everyone excited about Montreat 

2022!!  

 

 VBS 2021, July 25 - 28, early 

evening:  Music will include 

Boomwhackers, Lummi sticks, 

Orff instruments, and the 

ribbons you saw in our Pentecost 

service video clip with our 

younger group.   

 

Save the date:  "Our own" wonderful 

organist, Carla Sperry, will present a 

recital on the Letourneau Op. 133 on 

Sunday, September 26 at 3:00pm.  She 

challenged herself during the 

Pandemic with some pieces she 

wanted to practice, with the goal to 

offer a program once we were able to 

gather safely in our sanctuary again.  

We hope you will help us spread the 

word between now and September 

26! 

 

Giving Thanks for Rita Spivey: This 

month marks 25 years of dedicated 

service for our Office Manager, Rita 

Spivey.  I wish I had known her that 

long, yet she has amazed me in the 

nearly 3 years that I have had the 

privilege of working with her here at 

WPC.  Her professionalism in our 

office (and over the phone, and by 

email) creates the kind of welcome 

that any church needs.  It is not a 

little thing to keep our staff in touch 

with each other, but she does that 

graciously, too.  During the first 

months of our shutdown, when we 

were working from home, she 

continued to keep our faith 

community connected through 

phone and email.  She and I pass the 

worship guide/bulletin back and 

forth multiple times each week as our 

services evolve (especially during the 

challenges of music recording and 

some quarantines this past 14 

months).  She has so much  

 

knowledge of our church's history 

and its people.  She cares.  And her 

genuinely friendly demeanor makes 

all the difference.  Thank you, Rita! 

 

God is with us. 

Laurie Nicholson, Director of Music 
 

 

 
 

June 2 Luke Demiter 
June 3 Meghan Pons 
 Linda Rostan 
 Lynn Willis 
June 4 Cooper Willis 
June 6 Frances Tron 
June 7 Tripp Garrou 
June 8 Allan Bonner 
June 9 Sally Gaillard 
 Brooke Heavner 
 Pat Pons 
June 10 David Thomas 
June 11 Ashley Dewey 
June 12 Joanna Heilman 
 Sarah Sharpe 
June 14 Aleisha Williams 
June 15 Gene Tucker 
June 17 Elizabeth Furr 
 Paege Powell 
June 18 Dianne Mobley 
 Silas Willis 
June 22 Robert Jolly 
 Cyndie Kamal 
June 23 Margaret Bleynat 
 Magnolia Morse 
June 24 Tom Garrou 
June 25 Frank Grill 
June 26 Linda Cannon 
 Wayburn Jones 
June 28 Boston Bollinger 
June 30 Barbara Cockerham 
 Lucas Lindsay 

 

 



 

NEWS FROM  

 
 
Well, looks like someone turned on 

the heat, 90 plus degree days are 

here.  I could have used a few more 

weeks of cool mornings and cool 

evenings, but this is spring/summer 

in the south.  There are some perks 

to these hot days, fresh fruits and 

veggies.  I have attempted a 

garden, and I am watering it as I 

type this newsletter.  In the 

meantime, as the veggies grow, I 

will hit farmers markets and buy as 

local as possible. 

   

With the heat of the day, I tend to 

eat later in the evening.  If you do 

the same, remember to fill up on 

those veggies you picked up at the 

farmers market.  Add an egg or 

cheese for a protein boost.  A 

frittata is perfect, and you can 

clean out the fridge.  A frittata has 

your favorite veggies, usually 

sauted, and eggs poured over the 

veggies and baked until done.   Add 

your favorite cheese, before or after 

the frittata is done.  An omelet is 

the same thing, done on top of the 

stove, easy for individual servings.  

No recipe needed, make up your 

own, there are no wrong choices. 

In case you are not into veggies and 

eggs, below is a family favorite.  I 

have been making this since the 

third grade, great for picnics and 

pot lucks. 

 

CHEW BREAD 

3 medium eggs 

2 C self rising flour 

1 lb dark brown sugar (light is also  

     ok) 

1 stick butter 

1 tsp vanilla 

Optional:  nuts, butterscotch chips  

     or chocolate chips 

 

Mix all ingredients together, pour 

into a 8” x 13” pan, and bake at 350 

degrees for about 45 minutes (may 

take more or a little less, depending 

on your oven).  Make sure the 

toothpick comes out clean.  By the 

way, if you are watching your sugar 

intake, this is not the recipe for 

you . 

 

Bon Appetit! 

Coron Jordan 
 

 

 
 

WORDS OF THANKS 
 

To everyone at Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church: 
 
Thank you all so very much for your 
ongoing love and support with the 
Hallyburton Academy food bag 
ministry.  Your generous donations 
make it possible for this ministry to 
continue.  As always, God is so good to 
make a way to help those in need. 
Thank you so much! 
 
 Missy Eastwood and  
 Life Together  
 Sunday School 
 

 
 
 
 

25th Anniversary 

Congratulations! 
 

June 6, 2021, will mark the 25th 

anniversary of employment at 

WPC for our Office Manager, Rita 

Spivey.  Rita is one of the longest 

serving employees in our church’s 

history.  The Personnel 

Committee, on behalf of the entire 

congregation, would like to 

express appreciation to Rita for 

her dedicated service to God and 

God’s people in the Waldensian 

Presbyterian Church family. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 When we return to 
 worship and 
 fellowship together,  
 what will be the first  
 thing you  
 appreciate? 

Our church has some great resources.  Have you been in the library lately? 

We have all sorts of books with information that would be impossible to find 
on the internet. 
 
Did you know we have years of bulletins bound in hardback?  A quick glance at 
our past bulletins will easily become an afternoon if your curiosity gets the 
better of you. 
 
How did WPC worship during December of 1941?  What was going on in the 
life of the church during the 60s?  Amazingly, we can get a glimpse due to the 
insight of those who preserved our heritage. 
 

 

June 2021 



 

June 2021 

“Only the Christian religion, which in  
its essence is communicated by the  
eternal child of God, keeps alive in  
its believers the lifelong awareness  
of their being children, and therefore  
of having to ask and give thanks for 
things.” 

-Hans Urs von Balthasar 

A little research shows that our current concerns are not very 
different from the ones expressed throughout decades of previous 
bulletins and minutes. 
 
One finds that WPC has always been a church with interest in how 
to best serve the community. 
 
WPC has always given youth a space to grow, an opportunity to 
lead. 
 
We have regularly dealt with changes in society.  When did we stop 
offering full bulletins or services in French?  We used to have them, 
you know. 
 
Sunday school attendance has ALWAYS been of interest at WPC.  
Did you know we use to send elders out to members’ homes to 
discuss Sunday school attendance?  Can you imagine that today? 
 
Now, we are within another chapter.  Hopefully a chapter that will 
soon come to a close.  The Covid-19 pandemic chapter. 
 
Since its founding, when has WPC not met or had Sunday school? 
 
We really are living in a rare moment in our church’s history! 
 
100 years from now, our members will look back at this moment in 
our church’s history.  When they look back at our bulletins and 
minutes, what will they find? 
 
They will find that in the midst of crisis, when we couldn’t even 
shake hands, Waldensian Presbyterian Church safely continued to 
worship.  We figured out how to serve and simultaneously not put 
one another at risk. 
 
Our elders and deacons, our committee chairs, and staff, our 
members and friends have done an outstanding job keeping up 
with and following the guidelines issued by those entrusted to 
serve our best interests. 
 
As we gradually return to worship, remember, you are a part of  
a Christian congregation with a great call and strong roots. 
 
We are a congregation that has always been focused on Christian 
action in daily living. 
 

 



 

 

 

  

           
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 
 

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are designed 
to allow readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected books. The format 
of the book discussions includes provided questions and group discussions in an 
informal setting. Books are selected from recommendations from group members. 
 
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come when 
you are interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to come each time, 
to either or both groups.   
 
Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and check out 
only one of our selections at a time. 
 
Afternoon Book Discussion Group- 5:00pm 
(meets outside the first Thursday of month) 
Thursday, June 10 – Washington Black by Esi Eduygan 
Thursday, July 8 – To Dance with the White Dog by Terry Kay 
Thursday, August 12 – Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 
Thursday, September 9 – Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Thursday, October 14 – Serena by Ron Rash, NC Author 
Thursday, November 11 – Down River  by John Hart, NC Author 
Thursday, December 9 – Prayers the Devil Answers by Sharon McCrumb, NC Author 
 
Faith Matters Group – 4pm 
(meets outside the fourth Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, June 6 – Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, by Marcus J. Borg 
Sunday, June 27 – Reading Romans with Eastern Eyes:  Honor and Shame in Paul’s  
     Message and Mission by Jackson W. 
Sunday, July 25 – Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 
Sunday, August 22 – Resiodent Aliens:  Life in the Christian Colony by Stanley  
     Hauerwas and William Willimon 
Sunday, September 26 – Telling the Truth by Frederick Buechner 
Sunday, October 24 – Days of Awe and Wonder:  How to Be a Christian in the  
     Twenty-first Century by Marcus J. Borg 
Sunday, November 28 – The Divine Conspiracy:  Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in  
     God (Part One) by Dallas Willard 
Sunday, December 26 – The Divine Conspiracy:  Rediscovering Our Hidden life in  
     God (Part Two) by Dallas Willard 
 
 



 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
April 25, 2021 

 

A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 

(Clerk’s note: This meeting was held as a 
Zoom online conference meeting to 
adhere to public health guidelines for 
“social distancing”).  
 

Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat)   
Steve reviewed the Summary of 
Revenues and Expenses for January 1, 
2021 through March 31, 2021.  He said 
that actual revenue was $107,387.  
Expenses were $126,324 which 
produces a shortfall of $18,937.  After 
applying the approved budget offset of 
$13,385, the net shortfall would be 
$5,552.  Steve discussed the collections 
and said they are about normal for this 
time of year.  He said that pledges this 
month (April) are very good.  Steve 
reviewed the Restricted Accounts and 
the Balance Sheet, which shows 
balanced assets and liabilities of 
$7,290,843. Steve next reviewed the 
Endowment Accounts. The value of 
these funds were $7,045,762 as of 
March 31, 2021.  Withdrawals from 
these funds during the quarter included 
$4,079.63 for final payment of the 
restroom renovations, and $45,182.20 
for the used portion of M.A.D.E.5 for 
2020. Steve answered several questions 
from the elders.    
 

Order of the Day: (John Heilman of the 
Playground Committee)   
John stated that the fund raising 
campaign for the new playground 
exceeded its goal of $240,000, which 
included a M.A.D.E.5 contribution of 
$75,000 with a total of $248,835.  He 
said that the total cost of the 
playground would be $245,630, which 

includes $209,830 for the playground, 
with additional costs of $14,700 for 
concrete work, $2,000 for electrical 
work, $6,000 for demolition and 
grading, $4,000 for landscaping, tables 
and benches, and $9,100 to restore a 
deleted play structure to the playground 
design.  John said that the total includes 
a contingency of $3,205.  He said that 
construction should begin by June 15, 
with a completion date of August 15, 
2021.  
 

 A down payment of $81,000.00 was 
made on April 16. A second payment of 
$70,000.00 will be made prior to Pour in 
Place installation around late July with 
the final balance scheduled to be paid at 
the end of the project. The construction 
schedule is roughly as follows: April 15, 
Jon Dumont receives the down 
payment; April 15-May 15, Demo and 
site prep; May 15-June 15, concrete 
work; June 15-August 15, Construction 
of playground; August 15-September 1, 
Landscaping as needed. 
 

The Playground Committee would like to 
thank the congregation, S&F and Session 
for their support in achieving our goal to 
fund this ministry of the church 
 

Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
Motion: to approve the following 
nominees to the WPC Transition Team:  
Emily Chapman, Hailey Garrou, 
Katherine Fletcher, and Elsie 
Whisenant; Ted Carothers, Jim 
Cockerham, and Willie Pascal. 
 

Motion:  To approve Laura Martinat 
and Lilah Johnson to have weekly piano 
lessons, Wednesdays from 1:00-1:30pm  
in Pioneer Hall or the Sanctuary.  The 
lessons would not interfere with any 
other church activity at that time.  This 
would include practice time for Lilah 
and her mother in the Sanctuary, and 
the scheduling of a future recital for 
Marissa Williams, Piper Jillings, Hannah 
Cole, and Lilah Johnson to be recorded 
in the Sanctuary in May or June.   
 

Motion:  Affirming that the health and 
safety of the staff of Waldensian 
Presbyterian Church continues to be a  
priority, the Personnel Committee 
proposes the following:  In order to 
protect “staff workspaces”, any Session 

approved INDOOR committee or class 
meeting should be held in Pioneer Hall. 
The Session would determine rules for 
indoor use such as social distancing, use 
of masks, etc., and would work with 
the Property Committee to set cleaning 
protocols. 
 

Motion:  To adopt a plan to begin out-
door worship on Sunday, June 6, 2021. 
 

Motion:  To allow the Disciple Class to 
receive communion (served by Rev. 
Frye) on May 11th, 2021, outdoors at 
an appropriate location. 
 

Motion:  To approve a day trip to 
Montreat with the children who 
registered for the music conference last 
year.  The children would be riding in 
separate cars with parents.   
 

Motion:  To allow the New Officer 
Nominating Committee to use Pioneer 
Hall for their meetings. 
 

Other News 
Outdoor church services – Rev. Frye 
stated that discussions continue at 
committee meetings about the setup for  
outdoor services.  This includes music, 
managing receiving, inclement weather 
arrangements, and other    
considerations. 
 

Confirmation classes – Rev. Frye is 
discussing with Jason about the possible 
candidates for Confirmation Classes. 
 

Proposed new roof:  Fat Ox, our 
negotiator, has begun talks with  
Brotherhood Insurance, our insurance 
carrier. 

Bart also stated that we should begin 
planning for our return to normal church 
activities and services.  He suggested 
that the Worship Committee should 
make these plans at their May and June 
meetings and bring these plans to the 
June Session meeting.  Rev. Frye stated 
that some plans have been made for 
indoor services and asked if anyone was 
opposed to this idea.  There was no 
opposition to the proposal. 
 

Jeff stated that he and Mark Rostan are 
investigating the updating of the church 
web site.  He said this needs to be 
completed and will be a long, continuing 
project.  He said someone on church 



staff needs to be assigned the continuing 
changes to the web site.  This would 
involve the Personnel and Stewardship 
and Finance Committees.   
 

Debbie said that her committee 
(Missions Committee) met in April and 
had a very enjoyable visit with Jan and 
Ian Vellenga, and baby Marcella 
(missionaries supported by WPC).  As a 
result of COVID, the Vellengas have been 
living with Ian’s parents in 
Hendersonville and hope to return to 
Nicaragua in June or July.  They hope to 
visit our congregation at some time in 
the future.  
 

Teresa said that her committee 
(Diaconate) did not meet in April.  She 
said that the Diaconate is trying to plan 
a meal for the Agape residents.   
 

John Cannon 
Clerk of Session       
        

 

Presbytery in Brief (PWNC) 
April 27, 2021 

 

When attempting to join the meeting 
today one couldn’t help but think of 
those young folks who forgot their oil 
and were late getting to the 
Bridegroom’s party. They knocked and 
knocked on the door, but the ZOOM 
master wouldn’t open it! Thank you to 
Robert Cummings for serenading us with 
a tune by the Beatles as we waited. 
(Who doesn’t love Penny Lane?) After 
some challenges with joining the 
meeting, we finally found ourselves 
gathered as the gracious body of Christ 
here in this time and place. We are so 
thankful for all those who helped make 
this meeting possible and while we had 
a few glitches to start, the meeting went 
forward without delay. Bravo to all our 
ZOOM techies! We are indeed blessed to 
have so many talented and faithful folks 
in our Presbytery. We are also grateful 
and indebted to the many folks who 
serve on committees as well as support 
staff and professionals who give so 
tirelessly of their time and talents. Thank 
You! 
 

As we began the meeting our 
Moderator, the Reverend Hal Bennett 
called our attention and remembrance 
to the many Native American tribes in 

whose lands and cultures in which we 
live as we minister to the world here in 
Western North Carolina. To be mindful 
of where we are and the rich history of 
these tribes and lands, specifically the 
Cherokee, the Lumbee, and the Coharie, 
to name a few.  
 

At least 15 new Elders were participating 
in their first presbytery meeting as well 
as several corresponding members, and 
we always give thanks for this.  
Participation in presbytery meetings is 
one way for folks to stay connected and 
support one another, particularly in light 
of the past year. Let’s keep encouraging 
one another to share in these wonderful 
gatherings as we do the much-needed 
business before us.  
 

We enjoyed a wonderful worship service 
led by Hal Bennett, Pastor of Dulatown 
Presbyterian Church, and Co-
Commissioned Pastors, Tamika Garrison 
and Rick Leisnner, who serve Quaker 
Meadows Presbyterian Church. Pastor 
Bennett’s sermon, “What Things?” gave 
us much to consider as we too walk the 
Emmaus Road with Jesus, walking right 
along beside us, calling us to follow and 
serve. That as he reveals himself to us, 
he shows what he has done for us and 
calls us to love and care for a hurting 
and troubled world. We shared in Holy 
Communion using whatever elements 
we had at home, proving once again 
that even though we are gathering 
across the internet, the Holy Spirit binds 
us together using the simplest of 
elements. Thanks be to God!  
 

We welcomed and commissioned 
Margaret (Vickie) Burgess as a 
Commissioned Pastor for Dallas First 
Presbyterian Church. There were several 
good questions asked of Vickie during 
the process and she fielded them all 
with grace and knowledge. We know the 
folks at the Dallas church are delighted 
to begin this journey with her.  
 

There were several reports that bear 
notice. Dick Larson shared the work of 
the General Council with many items for 
information as well as future work of the 
committee. Also a mention of a new 
worshiping community in Lincolnton.  
Sarah Grace Montgomery with Youth 
Ministry shared photos from their latest 
mission trip as well as dates for future 

events. Jane Laping gave an update on 
Earth Care Congregations (there are at 
least 9 in our Presbytery) as well as ways 
to encourage your congregation to join 
in. Helen Hall of the Dulatown Church 
gave a wonderful presentation on 
participating in the Matthew 25 
initiative. She shared many activities and 
programs that work for them at 
Dulatown and perhaps would encourage 
others to participate. Other important 
reports are in the packet for your 
information, and you are encouraged to 
read them as you are able.  
 

Byron Wade, our General Presbyter, 
shared many thoughts about this last 
year and how he and the Presbytery 
Staff are adapting and creatively 
meeting the many needs of our 
Presbytery. It has been a challenging 
year for both clergy and congregations 
and considerable effort is being made to 
support and encourage those who have 
been isolated and working so hard from 
home. Particular attention was brought 
to ministers who may be burned out or 
depressed after this year. Byron then led 
us into a time of sharing in our break-
out groups, where we talked about our 
griefs and challenges. It was a powerful 
and meaningful time to chat with a small 
group and discover how many things we 
have in common and how we are coping 
and supporting one another. A common 
theme was the loss of connections that 
we normally experience when we used 
to see each other at church. The loss of 
singing together and making music, of 
eating those potluck suppers, of 
reaching out to physically support those 
who have lost loved ones and those who 
are celebrating a milestone or birth. So 
many things we used to take for 
granted. And yet, there were many 
expressions of thankfulness for the 
creativity and courage of those pastors 
and church leaders who have found 
ways to adapt and bring worship and 
comfort to so many.  Byron then called 
us back together for a time of prayer, 
where we were all encouraged to share 
either silently or by posting on the chat 
screen those whom we lift up to God. It 
was a lovely conclusion to a successful 
meeting. Amen! 
 

Respectfully submitted by Jim Taylor, 
CP at Newdale and Grassy Creek 
Presbyterian Churches 
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